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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Zacky and Sons Poultry Co. dba ZACKY FARMS,



Complainant,


    vs.

Southern California Edison Co.,



Defendant.


Case 00-01-021



ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING
SETTING A PREHEARING CONFERENCE AND 
REQUIRING THE FILING OF PREHEARING CONFERENCE 
STATEMENTS BY ALL PARTIES

This ruling sets a prehearing conference (PHC) for March 23, 2000 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) Courtroom, located at 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, California.  

Parties shall file and serve PHC statements by no later than March 17, 2000.  

The PHC statements shall also be transmitted to the assigned Administrative Law Judge by facsimile at (415) 703-1723 or by e-mail addressed to tom@cpuc.ca.gov by no later than March 17, 2000.

Background

On January 20, 2000, Zacky and Sons Poultry (Zacky Farms) filed a complaint against Southern California Edison Company (Defendant) in this proceeding.  The complaint alleges that Defendant has violated Edison Tariff Schedule TOU-PA –5 by failing to provide electrical service to a Zacky Farms processing facility, at reduced rates applicable to agricultural uses.  The complaint also alleges that Defendant has applied TOU-PA-5 in an inconsistent and discriminatory manner in violation of Section 453 of the Public Utilities Code.

On February 7, 2000, the Docket Office of the Commission served Instructions to Answer on Defendant by certified mail.  Defendant must file and serve its answer by no later than March 8, 2000.

Prehearing Conference

In accordance with the direction of the assigned Commissioner, a prehearing conference (PHC) is hereby scheduled for March 23, 2000 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Commission Courtroom in San Francisco.  The purpose of the PHC is to identify relevant issues and address procedural matters.  If necessary, an evidentiary hearing will be held at a date set at the PHC.

Parties are directed, pursuant to Rule 6.2, to file and serve PHC statements by no later than March 17, 2000.  Each party’s statement should concisely address the following subjects:

· status of settlement discussions, if any,

· the issues that each party intends to ask the Commission to decide,

· whether a hearing is necessary and, if so, a proposed hearing date,

· the preliminary list of witnesses that the party intends to call, with a brief description of the subject matter of each witness’s testimony, and a statement regarding whether it will be submitted as prepared written testimony or live testimony,

· proposed dates for the service of prepared written testimony, reply testimony, and rebuttal testimony, and

· the anticipated number of hearing days.

Each party shall make a brief oral presentation at the PHC identifying the major issues in the proceeding, the party’s position on the issues, the necessity for a hearing, and other relevant matters that the party wishes to present.

Ex Parte Communications

The OII categorizes this proceeding as adjudicatory.  Therefore, unless a party successfully appeals this categorization pursuant to Rule 6.4, ex parte communications are prohibited in this proceeding.

Therefore, IT IS RULED that:

1. 
A Prehearing Conference (PHC) shall be conducted on March 23, 2000 from 2:00 to 4:00 in the Commission Courtroom, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, California.

2. 
Each party shall file and serve a PHC statement on or before March 17, 2000, concisely addressing the subjects set forth in this ruling.

3. 
The PHC statements shall be transmitted to the assigned Administrative Law Judge by facsimile at (415) 703-1723 or by E-mail addressed to tom@cpuc.ca.gov on or before March 17, 2000.

4. 
Parties desiring expedited or daily transcripts shall advise the Chief Hearing Reporter by telephone at (415) 703-4881, no later than three (3) days before the PHC.

Dated February 22, 2000, at San Francisco, California.







Myra J. Prestidge

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Setting a Prehearing Conference and Requiring the Filing of Prehearing Conference Statements by All Parties on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated February 22, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



Antonina V. Swansen

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to ensure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.
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